with Politeneſs. 
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SERMON 


PREACHED at the 


Abbey-Church at Bath, 
APRIL 16, 1744; 


A N D, 


PUZLIiSHED in Order to wipe off the 
Aſperſions that have been caſt upon 
it by the METHODISTS, 


By M. HOWDELL, M.A. 
of Eaft- Hardwick, YORKSHIRE, 
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Prinicd by Ca8arn Warp, Bookſeller in Caney- 
Greet, and fold by WILLIAM SANDBY at 
tne 5/5 without Templer Bar, Jcondon, 17 44- 


al preached, I had not the leaſt 
VEE Thought of its ever being 
a /uO1i/bed; and it How gocs 
into the World, not becauſe 
many who heard it were pleaſed to at- 
prove it, but becauſe ſome of the Ferſons, 
againſt «whom ſeveral Parts of it were 
lviled, very ſeverely condemned it, and 
exp:tecd that either my Sermon ſhould be 
printed, or my Doftrine publickly re- 
canied;, and that in the Abbey-Church 
where it was preached. It is not, there- 
ſore, Vanity which has induced me, but 
INecefſity which has compelled me to pub- 
'ifn it. My Doctrine has been charged 
wth being falſe, and contrary to Scrip- 
dre; our as I ſee no Reaſon for ſo hea- 
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HEN this Diſcourſe was 


—ä—ùẽ ³ —— — — + De DD EDA — 
= — — 
8 — ä—nꝛꝛĩ— ęæ ß S b P — 


(4-53 


2 a Charge, I have nothing elſe to wiſp, 
but that my Sermon could recommend it 
ſelf as well in other Reſpetts, as, I hope, 
it will be able to ſtand its Ground in 
this. Had TI been cenſured by my Ad- 
verſaries at Bath only, I might have 
thought my ſelf teſs obliged to take No- 
tice of them, but 'as their Clamonr a. 
gaiuſi me ſtopped not there, but maduſlri- 
oufly purſued me to the Country and 
Neighbourhood where I live, I could ny 
tanger heſitatèe in Regard to the Vindi- 
cation of my Doctrine, but immediately 
reſolyed o appeal to the Publick; that 
every unpreudiced Perſon may judge, 
whether I have perverted Scripture, 0 
they unjuſily reflected on the Conſtruct ion 
I have put upon it. 
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PHILIPPIANS iv. Ver. 4. 


Rejoice in the Lord always, and again 
J [ay reoice. 


Have made Choice of theſe 
Words, with tome View to 
thoſe, who have been pleaſed 
to repreſent the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion in a falle and diſad- 
vanrageous Light, painting it in the dark- 
elt, and moſt gloomy Colours, and giving 
it a diſcouraging and frightſul Aſpect. 


Wonld we win Men over to the Chri- 
tian Religion, we need only to ſhew it 
in its own natiye Features, and then, it 

will 


[ES 


will be ſo far from being diſagreeable ang 
terrible, that it will appear moſt amiable 
and charming to all its Beholders. 


But on the contrary, when we paint 
it, as ſome Men do, not with an open 
and chearful, but with a ſour and moroſe 
Countenance, inſtead of engaging, it for- 
bids us to embrace it. Thus, through 2 
miſtaken Zeal, they debaic Chriſtianity, 
inſtead of exalting it; for Men in thei: 
right Minds can never be perſuaded to 
think, that God intended in general to 
make Miſery the Road to Virtue; (a) nay, 
but that he actually did intend, we 
ſhould enjoy as much Happineſs in this 
Life as is conſiſtent with our greateſt and 
ſupreme Good. As God's Goodneſs was 
the principal Motive inducing Him to 
create us, ſo the ſame Goodneſs mult al- 
low us to conſult our Happineſs. And 
tho' the preſent World is properly a State 
of Trial, in which we muſt meet, and 
conlequently ſtruggle with many Dif- 
cultics; yet as the Spirit of God will be 
ever ready to aſſiſt thoſe who are diſpo- 
ſed to fulfil their Duty, thoſe Difficu- 

Les 

e Mr Nelaſtan's Religion of Nature, Sell. 9. 

Page 174, 175. 
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des will be cafily ſurmounted, and the 
gervice of Chriſt become pleaſing and de- 
liguttal; His Toke is eaſy and his Bur- 
en light. On the contrary every Breach 
of the Divine Laws is naturally ſuc- 
ceeded by Anguiſh and Remorte ; and a 
Couric of Diſobedience to them, will in 
ts Conſequences lead to a Life of ſettled 
Diſcontent and Miſery. 


Let us then purſue Religion as the 
{creſt Means of attaining true Happinels, 
ind the beſt Preſervative againſt Moroſe- 
nels and Aufterity ; (6) aſſuring ourſelves 
that ſhe is ſo far from curbing our reaſo- 
able Appetites, that ſhe reſtrains us from 
nothing but what would be our Unhap- 
pinels to indulge in. Rejoice in the Lord 
always, and again I ſay rejoice; VIS. 
a learned Commentator obſerves, (c) 
* Whatever Afflictons or Perſecutions be- 
* tit you in the Service of Chriſt, let 

B 2 them 


Mx Straight's ingenious Set mon upon the Na- 
we da Advantage of Self-Denial, Love your. 
do the uttermoſt, deny yourſelves nothing 
at what is upon the whole diſadvantageous, no- 
* thing but what is deſtructive of your higheſt Hap. 
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© them be Matter of continual rejoicing 
to you; or in other Words, Though 
in the World ye may meet with Tribu- 
lation, yet in the Service of God ye will 
find ar- abundance of Joy: How much 
more, therefore, ſhould we at this Day 
rejoice, who are not in a State of Perſe. 
cntion, nor conſequently diſturbed, as the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity were, in the 
Practice of our Duty, and the Purſuit of 
our everlaſting Happine!s, 


Tn diſcourfing to you upon the Words 
of my Text, I ſhall ſhew, 


I. That a due Senſe of God, or thc 
Practice of Virtue and Religion in gere- 
ral, naturally produces Joy and Chear- 
fulneſs in the Mind of Man. 


II. That the Chriſtian, Religion in pat- 
ticular encourages and promotes them. 


1/7. That a due Senſe of God, or the 
Practice of Virtue and Religion, natural- 
ly produces Joy and Chearfulneſs in thc 
Mind of Man. 


He who lives under an habitual Sentc 
of the Divine Being an his Perſections; 
Who 


Es.) | 


yho conſiders him as his great Creator, 
his conſtant Preſerver, and moſt merciful 
Redeemer ; He who views him as his righ- 
tcous Judge, that will not only upon 
[rue Repentance, pardon his numberleſs 
Sins, and vileſt Offences, but alſo crown 
his fincere, though imperfect Services, 1 
with endleſs, ineffable Happinels ; muſt 
ſec! a ſubſtantial Pleaſure in the Contem- 
plation of his moſt amiable Attributes, 
ard can never want Motives (if he has 
2 Ingenuity, or Senſe of Gratitude in 
him) to act in ſtrict Conformity to his 
Sacred Will And if this good Being 
(whoſe Diſpenſations towards his rational 
Crcatures are always built upon the iſeſt | 
Reaſons) ſometimes permits him to be | 
acquainted with Grief, and ſuffers cvil | 
Men and evil Spirits to aſſault and out- 4 
age him; yet when he conſiders himſelf | 
here a5 in a State of Probation, and that | 
nis future Rewards will infinitely over- | 
balance his preſent Afflictions, he will 
und ſomething ever ready to refreſh his | 
Spirits, and adminiſter Comfort to him | 
under the greateſt Weight and Anguiſh | 
of them. For, can he, that conſiders | 
= preſent Life only as a ſhort Journey | 
will quickly be run over, and the | 
Pleatures, 


1 


Pleaſures, with which he hopes to be 
crowned, at the End of it, in themſelves 
inexpreſſibly great, and eternal in their 
Duration; how can he, I ſay, ever want 
abundant Matter to gladden his Heart, 
and {weeten thePilgrimage of the bitter. 
eſt Life? 


Not, that Religion, like the pretend- 
ed Wiſdom of the Stic, makes Men in- 
ſenſible of Pain. Fact and Experience 
prove the contrary ; but, then, we af 
firm that Religion is the beſt, nay, the 
only Support under Pain. And a ſub- 
ſtantial Support it is, to conſider with 
ourſclyes, that, befiges the preſent Ap- 
probation and Applauſe of our own 
Hearts, which will eyer flow in upon 
us from a Review of our paſt Actions, he 


who days thoſe Miſeries upon us, or per- 


mits them to befall us, will repay our 
patient enduring of them with an endleſs 
and uninterrupted State of Happineſs, 
with a Degree of Bliſs ſo exceſſively 
great, as Eye hath not teen nor Far 
heard ; neither hath it entred into the 
Hcart of Man to conceive. 


Upon the whole, we may take it for 
granted, 
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granted, that the Man whom a Spirit of 
Religion actuates, feels abundantly more 
Joy ipcinging up in his Breaſt, than he 
who is forgetful of God, and has a Heart 
inſenſible, or regardleſs of his Duty. 
(4) Nay, the Lite of the wicked Man, 
when overcaſt with Troubles, will be 
moſt exquiſitely miſerable. For, when all 
worldly Comforts fail him, to what can 
he reſort that will afford him Conſolati- 
on? Upon what can he anchor his unſta- 

lc Soul? To what can he flce for Re- 
ſuge in the Days of his Diſtreſs? If he is 
depriv'd of Happineſs on Earth, he has 
not the leaſt Hopes of any in Heaven. In 
this forlorn Condition, he is like the 
troubled Sea that cannot reſt, being out- 
wardly diſtreſs d by worldly Sorrows, 
and inwardly diſtracted by the Horrors of 
2 guilty Mind. In this fad, this miſera- 
ble State, which Way can he turn him- 
(el! for Eafe, or where can he apply for 
any the leaſt Abatement of his Pains ? If 
he !1ooks backwards upon his paſt Life, 


Pemorte of Conſcience peirces his Heart, 


and Selt-Condemnation wounds his Spirit. 


lt he looks forward, and extends his 


Thonghts 


% Nemo malus felix. JuvenaAL, 
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Thonghts beyond this periſhing Scene, 
the different Proſpects of Eternity, the 
Happineſs of the Blefled in Heaven which 
he muſt not enjoy, and the Torments of 
the Damii'd in Hell which he cannot a. 
void, mutually conſpire to aggravate the 
Weight of his, Afflictions. So chat hu- 
man Imagination cannot paint to itſelf a 
more unhappy, miſerable Creature in the 
Life now preſent, 


But the Man whotc Ways are of ano- 
ther Faſhion, whoſe Life has been form- 
ed on the true Chriſtian Model, directed 
by the holy Spirit of God, and governed 
by his righteous Lays, will be different» 
ly affected with the Review of his paſt 
Conduct, and the Proſpect of a faturc 
State. Religion gives to him infinitely 
the Preference and Advantage over the 
wicked. For when he reflects upon his 
paſt Liſe, his own Heart not only ap- 
proves, but applauds his Actions. When 
he locks forward to the great Recom- 
pence that will hereafter be made him, he 
can thence derive Comfort and Satisſacti- 
on, even though the whole Creation 
ſhould be frowning upon him, and all 
Nature looking black about him. 

Other 
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Other Arguments will offer themſelves 
to us. if we conſider the natural Tenden- 
cy of ſome particular Virtues to the Pro- 
motion of Happineſs. (e) Do not the 
Virtues of Temperance and Chaſtity, for 
laſtance, naturally produce Joy and 
Ciicarfulnefs in thoſe that poſſeſs them? 
Do they not yield unto them many 
caſy Reflections of Mind, and exempt 
them from many painful Diſorders of Bo- 
iy, which often rack and torture the ſen- 
{aal and the yoluptuous ? (g) Nay, how 
much better does the temperate and ſo- 
ber Man reliſh the Enjoyments of Life, 
than the intemperate and the debauched ? 
Does not the former by moderating his 
Appetites preſerve their Freſhneſs and 
Vigour, and enable them to taſte the 
good Things of Life with the higheſt Sa- 
tizfation ; while the other loſes his Re- 
liſh and Enjoyment of them, by having 
too much indulg'd himſelf in them? Be- 
ſiles, Temperance and Chaſtity, Acci- 

C dents 


(-) Accipe nunc, Vidtus tenuis gue quantag; fecum 
Aﬀerat, &c. Honk Ac. 


Conſcientia bent aa Vite multorumque benefoclo- 
1m Recordatio jucundiſſima t. Tully de Senectute. 
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dents excepted, ( do not only prolong 
our Lives, but naturally entail a Fund of 
Health and Happineſs upon us in old 
Age, as they prevent our ſowing the 
Seeds of many painful Diftempers, which 
a free licentious Life breeds in as; and 
likewiſe check us from an extravagant 
Profuſion of that Subſtance (i) which 
ſhould. nouriſh and comfort us in the 
Days of Infirmity. How will it aggra- 
vate the Miſeries of the ſenſual, to reflect, 
that, befides the Pains they have brought 
upon themſelves by their youthful Sal. 
lies, they have wanton d away in Excels 
and Riot that Subſtance, which ſhould 
have been their Support, when they are 
the leaſt able to help themſelves, and 
Nature ſtands in the greateſt Need? Let 
ſuch as theſe be adviſed to make their Re- 
pentance as publick as their Follies; that 
others may be prevented from followi ing 
their fatal Examples, and that they 
themſelves may in tome Meaſure attone 
tor them, by being the Means of preſery- 
ing ſome, as they have been the wicked 
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ecafion of miſleading and debauching 
othets. Theſe Reflections not only ſhew 
13 the Joy and Pleaſure, which naturally 
ow from Temperance and Chaſtity, but 
ao teach us to avoid thoſe Miſeries, into 
which the intemperate and the ſenſual are 
ſo often plunged. 


Had we Time to touch upon all the 
Virtues, we might eafily ſhew, how 
highly the Practice of each of them con- 
trihures, (Y not only to the Good of e- 
very ingle Member in particular, but al- 
to the Happineſs of the whole Society 
in general; whilſt Luxury and Debauch- 
ery have very oppoſite Conſequences at- 
tending: them. (4) By theſe, as Hiſtory 


forms us, the moſt Aonriſhing Empires 


nave been brought to Decay and Ruin; 
and the Proſperity and Happineſs of 
Yates and Kingdoms have ebb'd and 
191d, in the fame Proportion as theſe 
850 have either prevailed or loſt 
21nd, For have not theſe, by break- 

C 2 ing 


Dr Clare“ moſt excellent Treatiſe upon 
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ing the Conſtitutions of Individuals, 2 
natural Tendency to weaken and ener- 
vate by Degrees a whole Nation, and 
make it become an eaſy Prey to any am- 
bitious invading Power? On the other 
hand, do not Temperance and Purity 
fortify the Bodies and Minds of the Peo- 
ple, and fpirit 'em up bravely to oppoſe 
all thoſe who attempt to conquer or en- 
ſlave them? 


The Truth of what I have here hinted 
is fo plain and obvious, fo agrecable to 
Reaſon, and ſo confirmed by Facts, that 
it expoſes the Abſurdity of that pernici- 
ous and deteſtable Maxim, (m) of pri- 
vate Vices being publick Benefits, to che 
flighteſt View of the moſt ſuperficial In- 
quirer, 


I have now ſaid enough to ſhe, that 
the Practice of Virtue and Religion, in- 
ſtcad of ſinking, naturally tends to raiſe 
Men's Spirits, and inſtead of caufing « 
heavy Heart, and a melancholy Face, 
diffates Gladnets through the one, and 
lights up the other with Joy. But, 


What 


%] The Fable of the Bees. 


6 


what a different Kind of Spirit are the 


£ high-ſtrained, impracticable Notions of a 
d modern Set of People likely to produce in 
1= as, and how do they lead to Melancholy 
er and Deſpair, inſtead of Joy and Chear- 
y {alncſs? That theſe Notions of - theirs are 
5 without Foundation, will more plainly 
ſe appear from my ſecond Head of Dit- 
* courſe, in which I am to ſhew, 
24/y. That the Chriſtian Religion en- 
d courages ang promotes Joy and Chearful- 
= gels in the Mind of Man. 
at 
i St Paul in his Epiſtle to the Coloſſ. 
1 iv, 6. after having exhorted them to 
ic walk with Wiſdom towards thoſe that 
A are without, Vis. To behave with Pru- 
lence and Diſcretion towards the uncon- 
| verted World, adds, Let your Speech be 
E always with Grace; * (n) let it not be 
6-3 ' whining and melancholy but ſprightly 
e | * an! chearful. And in his 5th Chap. to | 
2 the e. and 16 Ver. Rejoice evermore ; | 
e. which Paſſage very much reſembles the 
d Words of my Text, Rejoice in the Lord | 
t. always, and again 1 ſay rejoice. The 
EI | Apoſtle 


TR) Dr Hammond Comment, and Dr Scott's 
Cluiſtian Life, Vol. I, Chap. 4. Sect. 3. Page 285. 


("88-3 


A poſtle in another Place reckons Joy and 
Chearfulneſs amongſt the bleſſed Fruits 
and Effects of the Spirit, The Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love and Joy. And in a- 
nother Place he makes the Chriſtian Law 
to conſiſt not in Meat and in Drinl, vis. 
In needleſs and unneceſſary Injunctions, 
brit in Righteouſneſs and Peace aud e 
in the Holy Ghoſt. Which being oppot- 
ed to Things unneceſſary, muſt imply 
that thoſe are neceſſary, and therefore, if 
by Righteouſneſs and Peace be meant 
Taſtice and Peaceableneſs, and by Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt Chearfulneſs and Alacri- 
ty in the Diſcharge of our Duty, then 
the laſt of theſe has an equal Title with 
the two former to be rank'd among the 
eflential Duties of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Our Saviour has a very remarkable Pat- 
lage to our preſent Purpoic, in the 6th 
Chap. of St 7ohn's Goſpel, hen ye faſt, 
ve not as the Hypocrites of a lad Count 
= . for they aisfigure their Faces 
wat they may appear unto Men to fat 
ar as he forbids us to be of a jad Coun- 
tenance when we faſt, and conſequently 
when we pray, Faſting and Prayer ofual- 
Iv accompanying each | other, ſo he enjouts 
us to be chearful not melancholy and d 5 
ſcctec 
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cod in the Performance of this Duty. 
Nay, he lays a molt ſevere Charge upon 
hole that are 10; he accuſes them of Hy- 
nocify . and as he knew the Hearts of 
Ven his Accufation muſt be juſt, But 
13 for ourſelves who tec not the Springs 
11d Motives of Men's Actions, let us not 
a me to pronounce ſo heavy a Sen- 

"ce againſt them; Modeſty however 
lows us to ſay, that their Behaviour is 
wrong, and their Practice erroneous. But 
gotwithſtanding theſe Errors, they arro- 
zantly pretend to a more than ordinary 
Meaſure of the Spirit of God, which, 
when you defire them to demonftrate, 
heir Anſwer is, that they feel ſtrange 
(07s and inconceivable Raptures, which 
ire only to be felt, not expreſs d. So | 
that we may, if we pleaſe, believe them | 
"fired, upon their own naked Aſſerti- 
ons, without any Work or Miracle to 
doe that they are ſo. But Strength or 
Yertwaſton is no Mark of Divine Inſpira- 
00, (6) it only proves that to be a 

| nanny of their own which they | 
call the Offspring of God. Nay, 
{- WT ince tbe Fruits of the good Spirit are 
ns. Peace 


08 Air Loct upon Enthuſiaſm, 
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Peace and Joy, we may be jure, if they 
are inſpired, they are not inſpired by that 
Spirit; a gloomy Look, and mournful 
Tone, when they are not the Reſult of 
natural Conſtitution, looking rather like 
the gend ine Fruits of an evil One. 


But, notwithſtanding the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion encourages end promotes Chear- 
fulneſs and Pleaſure in thoſe that profeſs 
it, yet it does not appear from theſe ſacred 
Writings, that the ſettled Pleaſure, and 
ſteady Chearſulneſs, which the Praclice 
of it produces, are therefore to be attained 
ſuddenly, or by any ſingle Ad; but ot- 
dinarily, by an aniform Courſe, or Habit 
of Virtue, by him who gradually ripens 
into Perfection, who grows in Grace till 
he comes wnto a perfect Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt. But how different from this re- 
gular Growth, and gradaal Advancement 
in Religion, are the ungrounded Pretentt- 
ons of tome, who grow holy by a ſudden 
inſtantaneous Influx of the Spirit, an 
ſrom the moſt wretched Sinners immedi- 
ately become Saints? How is this Change 
which is wrought in one Moment, recon- 
cilcable with St Peter's Gradation of 

Virtues? 
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Virtues? Grving all Diligence add to 


your Faith, Virtus; and to Virtue, 


Knowledge ; and to Knowleage, Tem- 


perance ; and to Temperance, T atience ; 


and to Patience, Go, leſs ; and to God- 
line/s, Brotherly-Kindneſs ; and to Bro- 
ther ly-Kindneſs, Charity. 


Aſter a Man, indeed, has ſpent many 
of his Days in a long Courſe of habitual 
Wickedneſs, he will be ſo far from feel- 
ing that Joy and Gladnets which a virtu- 
ous Life produces, that we. are not to 
wonder if we ſee him ſmiting apon his 
Breaſt, and plunging himſelf into the 
dec peſt Sorrow. 


The firſt Eſſays to Repentance muſt 
be grievous, and raiſe in him the utmoſt 
Pain and Conſuſion; but when he comes 
to be inared to a Life of Rehgion, ( 
Cuſtom will make it familiar, Familiarit 
wil! make it eaſy, and at laſt Joy and 
Pleaſarc will as naturally flow in upon 
the Practice of it, as Light does from the 
Body of the Sun, Nay, Cheartulneſs 
and Pleaſure are the natural Attendants 

D upon 
) Optimum Vitz Genus tligita, & Conſuetuds ſu— 
a i undiſſimum. Tully de Senectute. 
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upon all Chriſtian Duties: Why, there- 
fore, does the Man, who calls himſelf 
emphatically The Believer, who pretends 
to be ſolely guided and directed by that 
Spirit, the Fruits of which are Peace, 
Joy, and to have an Farneft, an Aſſurance 
of a Heavenly Reward ; why does he not 
ſhew as much Chearfulneſs in his Face, 
as he feels Joy ſpringing up in his Breaſt ? 
The want of this Mark of the Spirit 
would almoſt induce a charitable Man to 
think, that his Pretenfions to it are vain, 
and his Aſſurance Preſumption. 


We may go on to obſerve that, Spiri- 
tual Pride and Preſumption, are the com- 
mon and ordinary Effects of Enthuſiaſm, 
For when Men are inflamed with their 
* own Devotions, they are too much in- 
* clined to think they are not of then 
own Kindling, bur blown up by fome- 
thing Divine within them.” This makes 
them proud of their own Opinions, and 
naturally leads them to undervalue that 
Knowledge which is acquired by Human 
Means, or, to uſe the Language of Ho- 
ly Writ, to boaſt themfelves that they 
are rtghtcons, and deſpiſe others. 


> 
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i ſhall go on to make one Remark more 
in Favour of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
118 this; that it not only diſallows of all 

zune! 4 2nd Moroſeneſs in the Practice 
ol it, but is quite conſiſtent with, and in 
tone Reſpects productive of Politeneſs 
ind G00d-breeding, 


If Meckneſs and Affability, Courteſy 
nd Condeſcention, if adapting ourſelves 
to the Taſtes and Scatiments of thoſe with 
whom we converſe, or, as the Scripture 
expreſies it, becoming all Things to all 

le 0 as far as Reaſon and Innocence will 
allow, are Marks of Politeneſs and Good- 
br ar n theti the Chriſtian Syſtem, in 
theſe Reſpects, infinitely excels all other 
II Inſtitutions that ever were in 

he World. (9) If the End of Good- 
ding is to exalt and refine the Nature 


* 


o! Man, what can exalt and refine it 
norte, than the Religion of Chriſt ? This 
ot -nly checks and reſtrains all irregular 
D 2 and 


Mr He's ingenious Sermon upon the. peculi- 
n'zmv of Vice in an enlightened and polite 
Ge. © Owrward Forms of Politeneſs are capncious 
an variable, and then only it is a Name of any 

de Signi dcanc y, when buman Nature itielt 
med, when the Soni is purged from all Hz 
Wickel neſs, Or. 
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and ditorderly Appetites that debaſe and 
degrade us, but pares away and cuts off 
every Thing that's wild and ſavage in us, 
It not only raiſes us infinitely above the 
Brute Creation, but when practisd to 
the higheſt perfection exalts the Man into 
an Angel So that the Chriſtian Religi- 
on is ſo far from diſcountenancing Polite- 
neſs and Good- breed ing, that it helps to 
promote them, and would be more en- 
zaging to many who think themſelves 
fine Gentlemen, was it impartially exa- 
mined, and better underſtood by them. 


How remarkable was the Behavion; 
of St Pauli to our preſent Purpoſe, when 
pleading his Cauje before King Agri pe. 
King Agtippa believeſt thou the Pro- 
phets, „ I kuow that thau belteveſt them: 
(* He re he anticipates the Anſwer, as if 
he had pur the Queſtion too home, and 
replics for him in the genteeleſt and moſt 
winning Manner, 1 know that thou be- 
licveſt. The Reaſonableneſs of the (Quc- 
ſtion, and the Delicacy of the Aniwer, 
ſo touched his Princely Mind, that hc 
ingenuouſly confelled, almoſt thon per- 
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[ya4ejl me to be-a Chriſtian. , (s) The 
Apoſtle in Return ſhews, the great Pow- 
er of his own perſwaſive Words, and a 
ſte ivimitably fine. I would to God 
that not only Thou, hut all that hear me 
this Day, were both almoſt and altage- 
ther ſuch as am, except theſe Bonds. 
Here the polite and well-bred Man, who 
is ſuppoſed to have his Heart filled with 
e warmeſt Affection, and the moſt un- 
bounded Benevolence to his Fellow-Crea- 
tutes, breaks forth and diſplays himſelſ 
;n 2 Manner peculiarly illuſtrious. Aﬀter 
11ving wiſhed Agrippa to be like hime 
(cli, as much a Chriſtian and a Believer, 
15 he was, by which he wiſhed him a Fe- 
Icty infinitely tranſcending all earthly 
(;rrandeur and Glory, he then drops the 
Compariſon, and defires that th: Like- 
nals between them may be extended no 
farther ; but that the Caſe of his being a 
Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt, and in Bonds, 
mant be always excepted and never aſ- 
tet Him. 


So that the Religion of Jeſus not on- 
encourages Joy and Chearfulneſs a- 
its Followers, but is quite conſi- 

{tent 
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ſtent with, and in ſome Reſpetis, produc- 
tive of Politeneſs and een 


Let us not, therefore, ſet off Religion 
in a falſe Light, by aſcribing to het 
thoſe Features that deform inftead of a- 
dorning her, but paint her as ſhe really 
ought to be painted, with a pleaſing and 
an inviting Kurd 


Man is not only a coafprabile but a 
locial Being; Reaton, therefore, not on- 
ly directs, but Society obliges him to 
contribute to the Pleaſure and Happinets 
of thote around him. (f) All innocent 
Mirth, and eaſy Pleaſantries in Conver- 
ſation, as well as innocent Recreations, 
are fo far from being unallowable, that 
they are commendable, and tend to the 

Honour 


() The Marriage of Cana in Galilee is an incon- 
teſtable Proof of this Part cf my Doctrine. See Dr 
Legt to th s Þ urpoſe, Vol. 1. Chop. 4 . Set. 3. Page 
423, 224, 245 & Alic, Mr Srroigh's Sermon 
upon the CharaQter of the Scornet, We atiow, 
* fays he, that this Faculty, viz. Riſibiuty, was not 
ven to us in vam, that there ate proper Times 
« and Occafions to laugh; that Wit and Railery 
are Accompliſhments, in their due Place wont 
to be eſteemed. 
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Honour and Glory of God, as they pro- 
mote the Happineſs of Man. Let not 
den the Euthuſtaſt, who works power - 
{ally upon vulgar Minds, brand the 
mhearnl Chriſtian, with the odious Names 
of Levity or Wantonneſs, and miſcall 
mocent Jefts, idle Words; idle Words 
in Scripture implying falſe, or blaſphe- 
mous Language, ſuch as was that of the 
Phariſees (u), whereby they aſcribed 
the Miracles of Chriſt to the Power of 
the Devil. 


On the other Side let us obſerve, that 
43 all innocent Mirth and Facetiouſneſs 
arc very allowable in our Converſations, 
yet we muft take great Care to keep 
ourſc!ves always within the Bounds of 
Decency and Religion, and then we ſhall 
neither offend God, nor diſpleaſe Man, 
but adyance the Happinefs of the one, 
nd the Glory of the other, Let all pro- 
phane ſeſting and reproachful Mirth, be 
branded with the moſt odious Marks of 
J1115ce, and all obſcene and filthy Diſ- 
coulc, which flows from a corrupt and 
2 dcebauched Heart, become * 

| ble 
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g and be diſcouraged by all Men 


thus 


, 


ſhall we adorn our moſt holy Profeſſion 


and ſet it off in a true Light. 
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